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< LetMme “SECRET SEARCH FOR PEACE IN« 


VIETNAM. By David Kraslow and Stuart Hi, 

.Loory.. Random House. $5.95 BardDaeky 
fe, vintage: paperback, ' “$1.95, 
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A GLARE OF PUBLICITY accompanies the:: 


'. Paris peace-talks. Not much however, is wide- 


4 known about the numerous “peace feelers” 
vf lat preceded the’ opening of these talks, the’ 


7 t various behind-the-scene, maneuvers to get the 


grties together to negotiate a settlement ‘of ° 
he Vietnam War,.and the apparently insur- 
\ Ytountable difficulties the’ go-betweers faced in” 
1 Seranging these talks. 

Kraslow. and Loory,’ Washington correspond 
-ents for the Los Angeles Times, have un-: 
;: covered the untold story of these tforts, many 
"of which led nowhere. 

Tn August 1967, ‘they started. investigating = 
b the accuracy of widespread rumors in diplo- ¢ 


= . : matie-cireles in Washington and abroad that_ 


the public utterances -of- the U.S. officials: in-- 
” dicating ‘willingness ‘to negotiate with North : 

Vietnam: were not matched-by the private:.. 

dealings of the administration, and that they 

were, in: fact, “responsible for ‘several lost op-.: 

, portunitiés ta find peace in Vietnam by. esca- 

lating the hornbing ‘of ‘North Vietnam: at crus * 


: - THEY FOUND’ “that in i964 the poesia 
~ Washington mood: Was: “adverse to talks. At - 
:.that time “the United States could not enter-.. 


“tain. othe . ae of talks or “Aegatiations . until: ee Garers 


fe eat ata” «beaks OE ah 
ce 


‘reaucracy has difficulty’ coping with the sensi- 


- nam files in the State Department said, ‘Never: 4. 


::Frenchmen that culminated in the , present . 
: talks. This was. perhaps the first, time that. 


‘bier it applied more military pressure on the”; - 
enemy.” This explains U Thant’s futile initia-- 
tive to get U.S.-North Vietnam to the negotiate * ae: 
ing table. ae 


In 1966, Warsaw came into the picture. Dip-- ¢ 
lomatic maneuvering involved the Polish au- 
thorities, the U.S. ambassador to Poland, and”: 
North Vietnam. The project, named. ‘Mari-' om 
gold,” was, fragile and collapsed, with the.: 
US.. bombing raids over Hanvi in December . 

. 1966. Their conclusion’ ot 

“The Marigold record does diraast how- . { 4 
ever, that Washington’s national securily bu- :.; 


tive, tenuous problems of Vietnam “diplomacy. 
One adviser who has studied the secret’ Viet- °; 


cunderestimate stupidity, lack of judgment and “ 
‘lack of coordination as ‘factors ‘in foreiga ". - 
‘policy. What appears to be a pattern may * 
not be a pattern at all. Things sometimes 
simply happen that are not supposed to chap- 


Pnally Kraslow and Loory recount in fase 3 
cinating detail the successful effort by two 


Washington was responsive to such initiatives. 
- “The Secret Search for Peace in Vietnam’.'! 
is an absorbing account of Washington’ 'S atti: 
tude bear a ; Hegotlated, eoneno: ne Viet" 
nant... - = 
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